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Charles L. Echols, BA, MDiv, MLitt, PhD (Cambridge), 

is an ordained priest in the Anglican Diocese of South 

Carolina, and is currently serving as Associate Rector at 

St. Matthews Church, Ft. Motte, SC. After completing his 

doctorate, he moved with his wife and daughter to Pune, 

India, where he taught Old Testament and supervised 

theses at the bachelor’s and master’s level. Since 

returning to the U.S. in 2013, he has taught as an adjunct 

at Claflin University, South University, and Cummins 

Memorial Theological Seminary. Dr. Echols has published one peer-reviewed 

volume, “Tell Me, O Muse”: The Song of Deborah (Judges 5) in the Light of Heroic 

Poetry (LHBOTS 487; New York: T&T Clark International, 2008), two open-access 

books, Reading Ruth: A Guide to the Hebrew Text (2010), and Reading Jonah: A Guide 

to the Hebrew Text (2013), peer-reviewed essays including “Can the Samson Narrative 

Properly Be Called Heroic?,” pages 63-76, in Leshon Limmudim: Essays on the 

Language and Literature of the Hebrew Bible in Honour of A. A. Macintosh (eds. David 

A. Baer and Robert P. Gordon; LHBOTS 593; New York: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 

2013), and “The Tree of Life in Ancient Near Eastern Literature,” in The Tree of Life (ed. 

Douglas Estes; Themes in Biblical Narrative; Leiden: Brill, 2020). His peer-reviewed 

articles include “The Contribution of Heroic Poetry to the Identification of a New Genre 

in the Hebrew Bible,” Union Biblical Seminary Journal 7.2-8.1 (2013), 95-126 and 

“Palace,” in Lexham Bible Dictionary (eds. John D. Barry, et al.; Bellingham, WA: 

Lexham Press, 2015). Dr. Echols particularly enjoys helping students learn how to 

conduct exegesis independently and present the Old Testament afresh through life-

changing teaching and sermons. His avocations are fishing and hunting. 

 


